
Saint William Catholic Church-Shelby 
Saint Thomas Aquinas Mission-Sunburst 

November 29, 2020 

First Sunday of Advent 

Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation for Adult Preparation or Anointing of the Sick: 
call the Parish office  434-2988 
Marriage: Call Fr. Tim Moriarty at 434-2988 at least 6 months before desired date. 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: St. William on Sunday before Mass and St. Thomas Aquinas by appointment  
Ministry to the Sick and Shut-Ins: Call Marlene Howery 434-2273. 
Parish Needs and Information or for an emergency:        Call or text Parish Secretary Diane Abrahamson 406-450-0683. 

Fr. Tim Moriarty, Pastor  Cell: 406-594-1468 
Fr. Peter  Mikwabe, Parochial Vicar Cell: 406-475-1274 

Mailing Address:  531 Main Street, Shelby, MT 59474   Parish Phone: 406-434-2988         
  E-mail: saintwm@3rivers.net    Parish Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 9am to noon                              

     In the Gospel of Luke, (21: 1-4), Jesus notices several rich people putting money into the treasury, 
and also a poor widow with two copper coins.  The Lord says to the people: “I assure you, this poor 
widow has put in more than all the rest.  They make contributions out of their surplus, but she from her 
want has given what she could not afford – every penny she had to live on.”  The poor widow gave eve-
rything that she had to the Lord; to the point of pain. 
     We are called to give everything that we have to the Lord.  We are called to respond to the Lord’s 
call to a particular vocation in our lives, whether it be married life; priesthood or religious life or the 
single life.  But in whatever vocation the Lord is calling us, we are called to give our all to the Lord:  

To love God with all of our hearts, souls, strength and mind; to love our neighbors as ourselves; to preach the Gospel 
message of Jesus Christ in truth and love; to pray without ceasing for our families, our nation, our world and our-
selves; to protect and defend life from conception to natural death; to help those in need in a reasonable and prudent 
fashion; and to treat others as Christ Himself.  We are called to purity and chastity of mind, heart and soul; to follow 
the Commandments of the Lord and the teachings of the Church, and to constantly seek reconciliation with our Lord 
and with one another. 
     Being a Catholic Christian in the year 2020 is not easy.  Our road to salvation is not easy.  The culture is telling us 
to do what we want, when we want and how we want to do it; to follow our impulses and desires, and that there are 
no consequences to our actions in the afterlife. We are called by Jesus Christ, the King of the Universe to deny our-
selves; take up our Crosses and follow  Him every moment in our lives, and to love so hard that it hurts.  When we do 
that, we embrace the passion and death of our Lord; the same passion and death that leads to resurrection in this life 
and in the life to come.  We need to be vigilant in following the Lord, and like the poor widow, to give everything 
that we have to Jesus Christ.  We all know that we cannot do this on our own; we constantly need the Lord’s help to 
follow Him.  And He is constantly here for us.  He is our rock; He is our strength; He is our hope, and He is our sal-
vation.  May we trust and walk humbly with the Lord in our lives. 
     As we celebrate this Thanksgiving weekend, may we be mindful – and thankful – for the things that matter most; 
our faith, our families and our friends.  2020 has been a very tough and painful year for the entire world, and a very 
difficult year for families who have lost loved ones. 
We pray for those who have died, and for all grieving families; that the Lord’s consolation and peace be with all of 
them.  And may we take time to reflect and pray for the things that we are thankful for; that God’s blessings continue 
to be with us; and that we continue to walk on the road to eternal life.  Happy Thanksgiving!  Fr. Tim. 

My desire is for the young people of the   

entire world to come closer to Mary. She is 

the bearer of an incredible youthfulness 

and beauty that never wanes. May young 

people have increasing confidence in her 

and may they entrust the life just opening 

before them to her. Pope St. John Paul II 

Please visit the Diocese website to see the latest news and information  

from Bishop Vetter and the Chancery staff. 

If you are unable to attend Mass, please remember:  

Bishop Vetter celebrates livestreamed Masses: on the Diocesan website, 

www.diocesehelena.org or go to the Diocesan Youtube channel. 

MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS 
Monday, November 30, 5:30pm, Mass at St. Margaret in Cut Bank 

Tuesday, December 1, 12:10pm, Mass at St. William ( † Harvey Hawbaker by the Carter family)       

                                        5:30pm, Mass at St. Margaret in Cut Bank   

Wednesday, December 2, 4:15pm, Adoration at St. William 

                                           5:30pm, Mass at St. William ( † Eve and Joseph Elpel by JoEve Aikins)                                                                                            

                                           5:30pm, Mass at St. Margaret in Cut Bank 

Thursday, December 3, 12:10pm, Mass at St. Margaret in Cut Bank 

                                       5:45pm, Mass at St. Francis in Valier 

Friday, December 4, 10:30am, Mass at St. William ( † Joseph Campros by Charlene Paulst) 

Saturday, December 5, 5:30pm, Mass at St. William ( † Greg Taylor by the Rapkoch family)                           
Sunday, December 6, 8:30am, Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas ( † Sandy Garcia by the Hauschulz family)                           

                                    8:30am, Mass at St. Francis in Valier              

                                    10:30am, Mass at St. William ( † Teresa Dumas by Wally and Marlene Howery) 

                                    10:30am, Mass at St. Margaret in Cut Bank                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

ST. WILLIAM  
COLLECTION REPORT  

Monthly Goal: $6,000.00 
November to Date: $5,245.00 
Year to Date: Behind (4,896.00) 

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 
COLLECTION REPORT 

Monthly Goal: $2400.00 
November to Date: $3,583.00 
Year to Date:  Ahead $511.00 

The Advent Penance Service at St. William will be held  
on Wednesday, December 2 at 6:30pm. 

Confession will be available at St. Thomas Aquinas at  
8:00am before Mass all the Sundays of Advent. 

St. William will have two Masses on Christmas Eve in an effort  

to avoid overcrowding. Please text Emily McDermott at            

406-450-3470 to sign up for the Mass you will be attending, as 

we must still abide by the 50 person limit for seating, and we 

don’t want to turn anyone away. Please sign up! 
ADVENT—Vigilant service prepares us for the coming of Christ as our Savior during Christmas and as our judge 
and Lord at the end of the world.  The reason why the liturgical year ends and begins with the same theme is 
clear: if we have already embraced Jesus in His first coming, we will have no fear of His second coming.  Advent is 
the season of special preparation and expectation for the coming of Christ.  It encourages us to examine our lives, 
to reflect on our need for God to enter our lives and to prepare earnestly for, and eagerly await the coming of 
Christ. He will come to us in the celebration of the Incarnation, in His continual coming in our daily living and in 
His final coming as our Lord to judge us all and to renew the Father’s creation.  We are invited to be alert for the 
return of Christ because no one except the Father knows the day or the hour of the Lord’s return. Jesus summariz-
es the complexities of Christian living to two imperatives: "Take heed!" (Be on guard) and "Watch!" (Be alert, stay 
awake, and don’t grow careless). Our life on earth is to be one of productive service uninfluenced by a supervisor's 
presence or seeming absence. I wish you a fruitful Advent season.  Fr. Peter 

Catholic Social Services of Montana invites you to recognize National Adoption 

Month with us in November! Unfortunately, due to Covid19, Adoption Celebra-

tions around Montana will not take place in person this year. In honor of National 

Adoption Month, we invite you to reflect on adoption and how it has impacted 

your life, and the lives of your family and friends. It has been found that adoption 

has touched the lives of 6 in every 10 people in this country in some form.  If adoption has impacted your 

life, please consider supporting adoption services in Montana by donating to Catholic Social Services of 

Montana, we are a licensed    adoption agency working with expectant parents, and couples hoping to 

adopt all across Montana. Your gift will support the lives of unborn children by providing caring, profession-

al support to women experiencing unplanned pregnancies. For more information go to:  www.cssmt.org  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cssmt.org&c=E,1,QOhM3EgIcZRmV-A9se0qrMfQ0mE8vdNvMoe79asUwpE4wJNf5eiduJrUs-KQUoLfYyI9HI-WlYH5jvDEe4NcINqhTEobnjxU8C597RtZcygiZgFFfgfDxDHiXg,,&typo=1

